Your Internet Hetwaork

TORONTO

February 1, 2004

Find o business

Type or Name

City Province
AB

Powrered by

SUPERPAGES ca 1
Your Phone Book Online

TOO HIGH?

CLICK FOR A QUOTE

NO SAFE PLACE S
CANADIANS IN “ 58
FOREIGN PRISONS

' o Order
: 5un Media
Photos

Top Stories

Full News index

Money

Full Business index

Full Life index

Showbiz

Full Showbiz index

Sports
Full Sports index

Editorial
Columnists

Sunshine Girl

Sunshine Boy

! Sign Doug
g Creighton's
=

Book of
« v Condolence at

ubftul.rlestndar.cnm

School <

FUNDRAISiNG PROGRAM

=1 Subscribe

tﬁ;& Save!

Friends from
High School

i

CLICK HERE to find aut w hat
your old friends are up to...

Inside CANOE.CA
MacDonald Dandurand YOUR High
. ngh School School (820
ngh !1“93! I?S:” —{—l

ALTONET.CA Liigi
< & o)

NEWS

Sun, February 1, 2004

LIFE

Spank ruling a hit in poll
Canadians back court in discipline debate
By BILL RODGERS, OTTAWA BUREAU CHIEF

NEWS SPORTS MONEY
SHOWBIZ COLUERKNISTS EDITOREAL

OTTAWA -- A Supreme Court of Canada ruling on
spanking last week mirrors public opinion on the
issue, according to a Sun Media poll. The survey
of 1,000 people by SES Research, completed the
night before the Friday court decision, shows 64%
of those questioned support the parental use of
force such as spanking to discipline a child. But a
wide maijority oppose physical force being used by
others.

"Although Canadians support a parent's right to
spank their children, a clear majority are opposed
to the use of physical force such as spanking
among teachers or caregivers," said SES

Research president Nik Nanos.

Support for spanking as a reasonable measure
was highest in the West at 71% and Ontario at
62%. The lowest support was Quebec at 47%.

"Polling clearly indicates that Canadians are very
uncomfortable regarding the courts getting
between a parent and a child," Nanos said.
"Canadians generally believe parents know best
when it comes to what is appropriate discipline."

" Only 7% of those questioned supported criminal

charges for parents who spank their children. The
same number said children should be removed
from homes where parents use spanking as
corporal punishment, and 5% supported both
criminal charges and the removal of children from
the home.

The court did apply guidelines for what's
acceptable and what's not. It said reasonable force



WHAT'S RELATED under the circumstances, such as spanking with an
open hand by parents of children aged two to 12

top stories  weather was okay. It ruled that any punishment that causes
HEWS physical harm, such as slaps or blows to the head
is prohibited.

news tickers

COMMEMNT The poll is considered accurate within 3.1
percentage points, 19 times out of 20.
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